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Statistics

Demographics

There are 14" million grandparents in the UK, of whom around half are
under the age of 65.

1in 10 grandparents is aged under 50.°

80% of 20 year olds have at least one living grandparent.®

The average 10 year old has 3 grandparents living, compared with
1950 when they had 2.*

Overall grandparents are getting older but working class women are 4
times more likely to become a grandparent before their 50" birthday
than middle class women (22% compared to 5%). They are more than
twice as likely to become a grandmother before their 60" birthday (56%
for working class women compared to 26% for middle class).’

Working class grandparents are more likely than middle class
grandparents to belong to four generation families®.

The majority of grandparents (62%) are no longer the senior generation
in the family’.

Poverty

The proportion of single grandparents (not including widows) doubled
from 8% to 15% between 1998 and 2007. 36% of single grandmothers
are aged under 55.8

Single parenthood is intensifying for some families. A growing
proportion of single grandparents have children who are single parents
themselves (31% in 1998 rising to 38% in 2007). These families are
particularly at risk of financial hardship.®

Grandparents in four generation families are at greater risk of poverty
than those in three generation families.™

Grandmothers under the age of 55 are the most likely to report that
they are providing childcare “often” and are also the group most likely
to report that they are finding it difficult to cope financially."

Childcare

One in three working mothers rely on grandparents for childcare, and
one in four of all working families'2.

43% of children aged under five whose mother is working are looked
after by grandparents, 42% of children aged between five and ten, and
18% of 11 to 16 year olds'>.

Moth?zs are more likely to be in employment if their own mother is
alive.

The value of the grandparental childcare contribution has been
estimated at £3.9billion."



4 out of 10 parents say they are more likely to turn to grandparents for
extra help with childcare during the recession.’

Almost half (45%) of grandparents aged under 54 are providing
childcare ‘often’ compared to 1 in 4 (25%) of those aged 65-74.""
Children who were looked after by grandparents are less school ready
and have more difficulties getting on with other children than pre-
schoolers who attended formal childcare, but those cared for by
grandparents have better vocabularies'®.

Financial Support

It is only when grandparents reach 75 or older that they are more likely
to receive than give financial and practical help'®.

3in 10 (31%) grandparents put money aside to help their grandchildren
get onto the property ladder.?

16% of grandparents in their 60s and one third of grandparents in their
70s provide financial support to grandchildren.?’

3 in 10 parents say in the recession they are likely to turn to their own
mum or dad for financial help.?

£4 billion per year is inherited by second generations (i.e. skipping
parents).?®

Advice and practical support

When asked who they would go to for advice about their child’s health,
one third (32%) of parents said their own mum or dad ahead of friends,
the internet or media®.

In the recession parents said they were increasingly likely to turn to
grandparents for advice and support with almost 6 out of 10 (57%)
saying they were either likely or very likely to do so®.

Over 6 out of 10 (63%) parents said that their own mum or dad was
impog’%ant in supporting them or their immediate family when they had a
baby<".

4 out of 10 grandparents with a preschool aged grandchild see them
weekly, and 25% of grandparents with a teenage grandchild®’.
Grandparents often play an important role in families with a disabled
child or parent, providing emotional, practical and financial support
especially at times of crisis.?®

Children who have a grandparent involved in their care are less likely
to be taken to accident and emer%ency departments with minor
conditions not needing treatment.?®

Family and Friends (kinship) Care
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200,000 grandparents and other family and friends carers are raising
their grandchildren often in difficult family circumstances and with little
or no support.®

48% of family and friends carers are looking after at least one child
with a disability or special educational needs. *'

47% are looking after the child/children because of parental drug or
alcohol abuse. Other common reasons include abuse or neglect (28%)
and parental illness or disability (16%)3.



e Most family and friends carers are on low incomes in comparison with
the average income of £500 a week.*® 65% report an income of below
£300 per week.57% of family and friends carers gave up work or
reduced their hours when they took on care of a child®.

e 6 out of 10 family and friends carers have a chronic health condition or
a disability>°.

e 30% are also a carer for an elderly or disabled relative, partner or
friend>®.

o 77%3v7vere involved in legal proceedings when taking on care of a
child®’.

e 59% of family and friends carers report that they feel isolated. Most of
those (68%) who had contact with children’s social services were
dissatisfied with their experience and two thirds of those who said they
received no help from social services said they had asked for help.®

e Children brought up in kinship foster care have experienced similar
grglaj(l)tiple adversities to those in stranger foster care prior to placement.

e  When parents were asked who they would want to care for their child if
they were unable to do so they listed their own mum or dad (65%),
other family (56%) or friends (27%). Only 1% opted for care by
children’s services.*’

e Only 15% of children placed by local authorities in foster care are with
family and friends foster carers.*?

Contact and family separation
¢ 1 million children lose touch with their grandparents as a result of
separation or divorce.*®
e Before separation 6 out of 10 paternal grandparents report feeling very
close to their grandchildren but this drops to 3 out of 10 after
separation.**
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