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FORGOTTEN ARMY OF GRANDPARENT CARERS LIVING DEEP IN POVERTY, SAYS NEW STUDY
Grandparents rescue children from abuse, yet are overlooked by services, warns coalition
More than one in three (38%) grandparent carers looking after children are living ‘below the poverty line and struggling to cope’ according to damning new report launched today on the experiences of a forgotten class of grandparent families.
The groundbreaking in-depth study by Grandparents Plus reveals many grandparents and other family and friends carers are battling to get children away from abuse or neglect into their care but then finding it difficult to cope, overlooked by children’s services, without respite care, emotional or financial support.

As a result Grandparents Plus is joining forces with Family Rights Group, Grandparents’ Association and other members of the Kinship Care Alliance to organise a lobby of parliament this week and to call for greater recognition, respect and reward for family and friends carers.  In particular they want to see the introduction of a new national allowance, improved access to benefits, services and support.  The publication of the report comes as 100s of grandparent carers and grandchildren from across the UK descend on Parliament on October 28 to press MPs for action.

Whilst there are no official statistics on the numbers of children in ‘family and friends’ care there are thought to be 200,000 grandparents taking on the role as full-time carer for their grandchildren.  Now campaigners also want to see official data gathered on this important group arguing that they have been overlooked for far too long.
The detailed study of interviews with 100 ‘family and friends carers’ reveals:

· 4 out of 5 (80%) family and friends carers are under 65 
· 1 in 4 (27%) of them also care for an older or disabled relative
· 38% of families are on a net income of less than £10k a year – below the poverty line at under £200 per week

· 66% are on a weekly net income of less than £300 

· 93% of children are in their care due to abuse, neglect, parental drugs or  alcohol misuse or domestic violence

· Two thirds (67%) of those who had not received help from social workers said they had asked for help. 
· 3 out of 4 (75%) of those who had had contact with social workers were either dissatisfied or very dissatisfied with children’s services and social workers

· One in five (21%) said they do not receive benefits or allowances at all, while only two thirds (64%) claim Child Benefit.  Just 4% said they had received any help with essential one-off items such as school uniforms or beds.
· 80% describe themselves as ‘isolated’ or ‘worried’ with only 8% saying they feel ‘supported’.
· 1 in 7 (14%) of the children they care for has a physical disability compared to 1 in 20 (5%) of the general population.
The family and friends carers interviewed for the survey say they want more financial support and advice, information about support groups, access to emotional support and respite care and tailored help for families with disabled children.

Sam Smethers, Chief Executive of Grandparents Plus, said today:

“We can now see very clearly the intolerable stress and poverty that grandparents who step in to bring up their grandchildren face every day of their lives.   Not only are they left unsupported, often in extremely difficult circumstances, but they are not even counted in official government statistics.  They are the forgotten families of family policy and it is time to change that.”

“If the children they care for were in foster care they would each cost the taxpayer £40,000 per year.  A small amount of support for family and friends carers would be cost-effective, keeping children out of the care system.”

“Our survey suggests that 1 in 3 are not even receiving child benefit.  We need to improve access to basic benefit support for these marginalised families.”
Terry Rooney, MP for Bradford North and Chair of the Work and Pensions Select Committee who is hosting an event at the lobby day, said:

"I wholeheartedly welcome this lobby of Parliament by grandparents and other organisations. For too long their plight has been hidden away and this event will focus the spotlight on a serious injustice. It is time for Parliamentarians to grasp this nettle and come up with worthwhile solutions. This issue is not going away and I feel privileged to host the event."
 

Valery McConnell, Editor of Yours magazine who are sponsoring the event, said:

“Yours magazine has always been a champion of the rights of both grandparents and carers. We are proud to support this campaign to give grandparent carers the recognition and help they deserve.”

Ends.

For more information, interviews with case studies and a full copy of the report, please contact: Melissa Milner – 020 7793 4035 / 07976 636 228 or Kemi Bamgbose, 020 7793 4036

Notes to editors.
1. The lobby day will take place on Wednesday 28 October with a lunchtime event hosted by Bradford North MP, Terry Rooney.  Representatives from each of the main political parties will be speaking at the event.   People will then have an opportunity to meet their own MPs before heading off to visit to a nearby attraction.  As it is half-term week Yours Magazine has generously provided sponsorship so that those bringing children can have some family fun on the day before making the journey home.  Sponsorship from Lloyds Banking Group has helped to fund travel costs for the Network members on the day.
2. Grandparents Plus is the national charity which champions the vital role of grandparents and the wider family in children’s lives – especially when they take on the caring role in difficult family circumstances.    They do this by: 
· Campaigning for change so that their contribution to children's wellbeing and care is valued and understood
· Providing evidence, policy solutions and training so that they get the services and support they need to help children thrive
· Building alliances and networks so that they can have a voice and support each other, especially when they become children's full-time carers.

Grandparents Plus has published a number of influential reports this year and provoked a widespread debate about the contribution of grandparents and the wider family to caring for children and raised the question of whether grandparents should be paid for childcare.  The charity also wants to see grandparents have access to flexible working, so that they can combine work and care and 2 weeks ‘granny leave’ in a child’s first year, as this is when parents are particularly likely to turn to grandparents for help and when parents’ own relationships tend to be under pressure.

www.grandparentsplus.org.uk
3.   The Kinship Care Alliance is a group of voluntary agencies, local authorities and academics, campaigning for increased recognition of the needs of families and friends carers, and the children they are caring for, including the introduction of a national financial allowance to assist carers with the costs of raising a child who would otherwise need to be in care. The Alliance is led by Family Rights Group.  Further information can be found at www.frg.org.uk
      4. The Grandparents Plus survey, reported in the findings document,
Recognition, Respect, Reward was carried out between July – September 2009.  Grandparents Plus interviewed 85 people over the telephone, the remaining 15 responses were completed online or by postal questionnaire.  All those who participated have stepped in to bring up a child who is not their own and are members of the charity’s Grandparents Raising Grandchildren Network which has over 500 members and is funded by the Big Lottery Fund.  Participants were selected at random.  The survey sample is not designed to be representative of the wider population.  Lloyds Banking Group has sponsored the survey findings report.
5. Community Care has calculated the cost of foster care placements to be £40,000 per child per year.

